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you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master
is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have
made known to you everything that | have heard from my
Fat her 154215 bIRSY

As the national day of thanksgiving draws near,
in all that I have to be thankful for, | pause to give
thanks for friendships. The Christian writer C.S.
Lewis said friendsée

fié .are people that are traveling in the same
direction, have similar aspirations and goals and
encourage each other in attaining those goals.
Friends are not people
not people who are jealous. They are people who
can handle your talents and gifts and help you
develop them with thoughtful advice and
direction. o

This is certainly the type of friendships Jesus is
describing in Johnoés
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disciples were more like an apprentice, a boss and
employee type atmosphere, the grunts trying to
learn from the expert. Then as time went by they
became more like associates in the same business
firm and of course t
Awhob6s the greatest
seat of honoro and
when they really got on the same page with Jesus
and understood the implications of Kingdom
values then they took on the deep abiding
characteristics of being friends. As Saint
Augustine states,
cannot be true unless You solder it together among
thosewho cl eave to one a
forth into our héarts
(Confessions 4.7, quoting Romans 5:5) Thus the
love that Christian friends have for each other is
inspired, moved, empowered, by the very love of
God flowing through each of them. Just as the
Father and Son are united in the love that is the
Holy Spirit, so do Christian friends love one
anot her with the Spiri
Again [ i ke C. S.
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being truthful even when it may hurt. There is
such a thing as positive criticism and as a friend
we should be able to accept this kind of help.
Genuine friendship loves not only for what it
gets in return. Real friendship looks at the heart,
not just the package. Genuine Christian friendship
overlooks faults and loves unconditionally. Like
old army buddiesors ¢c h o o |
everyone has to be
just that we share something together, something
that profoundly (if we let the Spirit do so) affect
£ U$; S0 much,more can be plj the
c?t‘u%h{gndrp Lj'zhe ((f:aus 0 C@trlstb\/sv e(wwe t
become more than just members of the same
church or simply trying to be nice to each other on
Sundays. When we become disciples of Jesus
Christ we all can become entangled in being true
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you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing
in the gospel from the first day until now. | am
confident of this, that the one who began a good
wor k among you wil|l
(Philippians 1:3-6 NRSV)

br

Your friend,
Pastor John

=m Where did | say

| that you should
buy so much stuff
| to celebrate my
~ birthday?
- Are you tired of how
consumerism has stolen
. the soul of Christmas?
This year, take a stand!

FLSNIEER  Join the groundswell of

Christ foIIowers who are choosing to make
Christmas what it
celebration of Jesusbo
hearts and theworld around us, not a retalil
circus that depletes our pocketbooks and
defeats our spirit.

Join in on the new study Advent Conspiragy
which shows you how to substitute consumption
with compassion by practicing four simple, but
powerful, counterculture concepts:

WORSHIP FULLY: Because Christmas begins
with Jesus!

SPEND LESS: And free your resources for
things that truly matter.

GIVE MORE: Of your presence, your hands,
your words, your time, your heart.

LOVE ALL: The poor, the forgotten, the

marginalized, the sick, in ways that make a
difference.

AAdvent CestartsigpWedreesdgyo
October 28' beginning with a ©vered dish
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dinner at 6:30Qom, thestudy begins at 7pm.
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Nov. 5 Regency Manor
9:00am
Nov. 7 CHRISTMAS =
BAZAAR
Nov. 8 Charge Conference @ Alexandria
UMC T 2:00pm
Nov. 9 Admin Council 7:00pm
Nov. 14 Rosedale Manor 2:30pm
Nov. 21 Fairhaven meal 5:00pm
Nov. 22 COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING
7:00PM @ Kenton Baptist Church
Nov. 29 ADVENT BEGINS

Hanging of the Greens

GLE%TleO ARY FOR,

~NOVEMBER

ﬂ o
mftad

Sunday, Nov. 1% i 22" Sunday after Pentecost
ALL SAINTS DAY

Ruth 1:1-18; Ps. 146; Heb. 9:11-14;

Mark 12:28-34

White Paraments

Sunday, Nov. 8" 23" Sunday after Pentecost |
STEWARDSHIP DAY

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17; Ps. 127; Heb. 9:24-28;
Mark 12:38-44

Green Paraments

Sundayi Nov. 15" i 24™ Sunday after Pentecost
Green Paraments

1 Sam. 1:4-20; Ps. 113; Heb. 10:11-14 (15-18),
19-25; Mark 13:1-8

Sundayi 22" CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
I Last Sunday after Pentecost
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White or Red Paraments

2 Sam. 23:1-7; Ps. 132:1-12; John 18:33-37; Rev.

1:4b-8

Sundayi Nov. 297 1% Sunday of ADVENT
Purple paraments

Jer. 33:14-16; Ps. 25:1-10; 1 Thess. 3:9-13; Luke
21:25-36

To Mr. & Mrs. Bill
Jett T married on
Monday, Octobé&iab
Staffordsburg! Best wishes to
the bride and groom!
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Ella & Pastor John at Rosedale Manor

MARKOS MESSAGE

Greetings fellow Christians!

As you know, early every year the church
selects goals for the upcoming year. Although
nothing is official yet, | have it on good authority

thatb Wor shi pé wil |l be a ¢
year . I am going to u
further define this goal.

To make this goal more Specific, | have
relied on the text oO0Be
Wonder and Power of Ch
by Mark Galli. Sanctuaries are places set apart
where God meets and blesses his people. Worship

NOVEMBER-2009




begins as a real separation from the world. For Worship service Relevance can be
many of us, the last thing we need is more of the measured against Mat hew
world we just came from. The worship experience Commi ssiono. atSafferdsbuegn w0
IS not determined by the surrounding culture. United Methodist Church better fit us to make
Worshippers are called into a new reality where disciples? The congregants can let church leaders
expectations are different. In worship, the know what worship elements in general, or
congregants want a place where God is taken specific to that Sunday, have best equipped them
seriously. They want to be reminded that our for this important mission. For example, let
needs are not as relevant as we imagine. people know i f Pastor Johno
Something outside the self is more worthy of our that service, or you have a hymn to suggest for a
attention. It follows that a specific goal to specific Sunday service.
effective worship would be to eliminate Timeliness might not appropriate when
distractions blurring the distinction between worship transcends space and time. We are one in
worldly and other-worldly reality. Christ, and so are those that have gone before us.
Worship as a goal should be M easurable. Ti me and space canot bre
How can one measure something that is by the states it, O06Church is an
above description other-worldly, and beyond in which past and future coincide in joyous
measure? Everyone by now is aware of the pros present; remembering a blessed past, anticipating
and cons of recording membership, attendance, a glorious futurebo. Wh e
and offerings, tobeingeasurfatasth ccbtumatlkeds pwebbe dondt
How well worshipmatc hes t he ¢ ongr dogking at younvéatsh or turning to see the back
expectations can be reflected in attendance trends. wall clock! Enjoy the moment enough to carry
On the other hand, it is important that the church you through the week until we meet again.
hold true to its gospel-based beliefs and mission, De Colores!
even when doing so is not always what the
congregation wants or expects. Mark
There are many elements in worship that
can be evaluated for Appropriateness. Here |
choose the OPassing of Mar cus
Aurelius (my favorite ) states AThe
good for a rational being is fellowship with
ot hers. o Mar k Gaisal i e mp orship
common activity where we learn about things that
canodét be taught. He go ay that worshir
goes beyond a prayer for community; it is a prayer
that can only be fulfilled in community. The
tricky part in this worship element is enhancing
fellowship without bringing worldly concerns into
what is designed to be an other-worldly activity.
Here is my suggestion: make eye contact with In memory of Kathryn Wharton
your immediate neighbor, extend your hand, and Joan and | had just decided last Monday that
greet her/ him by name lfVVOLHd |3|tgalg1ré(nf§ngt§n %%C'Z%g Pb?{] y g u g
When you receivethi s greeting re S oSy yeetiy W{"C WO Re nday, October
. " it t ays o f t |1 at
also with youb. Ther e |d§ﬂht|me for more worl dlly
fellowship updates before and after the worship Therefore!!!11, do not put off visiting someone
service itself. when the Spirit says to do so. Even if Kathryn would
<h'phe:3 h;:::ptljepe:);n ";:éoljer:i:;zs‘Methodist Church® 59
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not have known us, nor been aware of us i | feel
cheated that | did not visit her sooner. Our time is
valuable and we put off so many times when we plan
to visit the home-bound or those in nursing homes, but
this has been a real wake-up call to me and to Joan that
we should visit, and MAKE time to do so.

May Kathryn be at peace now, and feel the
arms of Jesus around her. We here on earth will see her
again! That is our Hope in Him who gives us
resurrection life!

Jean
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LORD PROP US UP
Every time | am asked to pray, | think of the old

deacon who al ways praye dgﬁtotéeﬁzg'l'oo%?ﬁrcﬁ mgs,légsssd?%h%retthiaj?/rgf o.n
our | eanind sidpeaytlﬁatAfterNamQ,earlng % i°m P

prayer many times, someone asked him why he
prayed that prayer so fervently. He answered,
n We | | sir, you see,
out back. |l t s been
a | ot of weather; ims0s
and ités stood for many
But one day I noticed it was leaning to one side a
bit. So | went and got some pine poles and
propped it up on its |
fall. Then I got to thinking about that and how
muchlwas | i ke that old
l ong ti me. |l 6ve
| 6ve withstood a | ot of
withstood a |l ot of hard
standing, too. But I find myself leaning to one side
from time to time, so I like to ask the Lord to prop
us up on our Il eaning si
us get to leaning at times. Sometimes we get to
leaning toward anger, leaning toward bitterness,
leaning toward hatred, leaning toward a lot of
t hings t ha.tSowemreed® pray,ul d
ALord, prop us up on
stand straight and
(Anonymous)
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PS: Reminder to all that Francis Duncan would love to
hear from you through cards or visit. Also, Elmer
Kessel is currently at St. Elizabeth South and would
also like to receive support through prayers and cards. |

dondét know about you all
pains from not having EI
Aé.l was sick and you vi

SHARE

YOUR JOYS!

What a joy to pafticipate in another Christian being
baptized into the resurrection life of Jesus. Sunday,
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KENTON BAPTIST CHURCH

This is always a good time of fellowship and
worship time with the Body of Christ. Be sure to
mark your calendars and plan to attend this
service!
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