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Thc l *The Creed was a public statement of faith, a
ost CS standardized way in which new people could
reed+ | really like it when new confess their faith in Jesus Christ.

people come to church and it really gets intergstin
when those same new folks start asking questions
it's always a good sign. With the recent influx of
new people coming into the life of SUMC one of
more frequently asked questions is in regardseo th
Apostles Creed which we recite nearly every
Sunday. Page space doesn’t permit me to fully
explain all which encompasses the Creed, so I'll
give a quick overview to the Apostles Creed.

The word “creed” comes from the Latin word
credo,meaning “I believe.” It was called

“Apostles” not because the 12 original disciples of
Jesus wrote it, but because the Creed was believed
to be a correct summary of what the apostles taught
As the Christian Church began to spread throughout
the Roman Empire in the first century and as the
first disciples began to die out, there was a rieed
the local churches which were coming into being to
have a basic summary of beliefs.

Not all of these new churches had the collecti
writings of the New Testament, perhaps some had a
few of Paul’s letters or one or more of the four
Gospels. They needed a standard to judge whether a
teaching was truth or just someone’s latest opinion
In the first century Christianity was being bormoin
a world filled with religion. One particular relign
pressed hard against the new Christian faith, this
group went by the termgnostic.Gnostic’s claimed

to possess a secret knowledge of the ways of heaven wi/ o,

and earth. Gnosticism wasn’t the only competitor
with Christianity; many new converts to the Church
came with a mixed blend of spiritual, religious
understandings and tried to bring these practices
and teachings into the Church.

Thus, the Apostles Creed became a useful and
practical way to teach new converts the basic
statements of the faith. Such as:

Open Table — June - 2010

*The Creed anchored the Christian faith to a
tradition, thus making it difficult for people or
churches to be led astray by new or false doctrines
*The Creed was a teaching tool, giving an outline
for further discipleship making.

* The Creed was memorized through repetition,
which helped the many believers who couldn’t read.
*The Creed provided a doctrinal basis for the
different churches to accept one another, and to
reject those who did not accept the basic truths.

It is on this last point the question is freqtly
asked, why did the early Church fathers refer & th
Church as Catholid pelieve in the holy catholic
church...)lit's important to note that the term
“catholic” with a small “c” refers to the universal
Church of believers and it is not referring to the
Roman Catholic Church. Remember, the Creed was
written around 700 A.D. long before the Protestant
Reformation when splits, sects and new
denominations began to spring up.

Are you new to the SUMC? Got questions? | am
always eager to research and answer any and all of
your questions.

Blessings,

John

We at Staffordsburg mourn
the loss of our dear friend,

Bill Thornton, who passed

S on to his new life on

Tuesday, May 25, 2010. We
were blessed by him and Nancy being a valuable
part of our congregation. Bill will be sorely misise
Nancy, you and your family have our sincere
sympathy!

Ve mourn
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OLD IS NEW AGAIN

Psalm 146:Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, O
my soul2 | will praise the LORD all my life; | will sing
praise to my God as long as | li&Do not put your
trust in princes, in mortal men, who cannot savé/hen
their spirit departs, they return to the ground; thrat
very day, their plans come to nothirkgBlessed is he
whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope i%in th
LORD his God6 the Maker of heaven and earth, the
sea, and everything in them-- the LORD, who remains
faithful forever.7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed
and gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets prisone
free,8 the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts
up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the
righteous.9 The LORD watches over the alien and
sustains the fatherless and the widow, but herfxtest
the ways of the wickedO The LORD reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise tHeRD.

Every month, | use the lectionary from the first
week as a basis for this column. This will be the
second time | have attempted to discuss an Old
Testament message with you (bonus points if you
can recall the first OT scripture | used back in
January last year.) If you like this column let me
know and I will work more Old Testament scripture
into these monthly messages.

As you all know, Pastor John has been
emphasizing the ‘Praise’ aspect of Praise and
Worship in recent services. Right away, this Rsal
and others start with praise, ‘Hallelujah’. In my
prayers, and maybe some of yours, | tend to skip
over this part. My prayers often start with more
personal aspects: statements of confession, request
for forgiveness, or maybe even requests for
intercession on behalf of others. This Psalm
reminds us exactly who we are addressing our
concerns and requests to. We are not talking to a
politician or even an earthly king (not that it vidu
do us any good anyway). We are addressing our
prayers to the Maker of Heaven, Earth, the Sea, and
all that is in them. We are stewards, not ownefrs,
life here on earth. How have we treated God’s
creation? Not too well, considering that right now
there is a ruptured oil well spewing somewhere
between 5,000 to 100,000 barrels of oil everyday
into the Gulf of Mexico.

After the opening praise section, | find thexin
verses of the psalm reminiscent of the Beatitudes.
Besides the New Testament association, there are
aspects of life at Staffordsburg United Methodist
Church we can point to as examples of these verses.
At earlier Wednesday night services, we viewed the
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‘Romero’ video. We saw in this movie God’s
servant in El Salvador upholding the cause of the
oppressed, no matter the cost. The monthly
Fairhaven meals are a continuing Staffordsburg
UMC mission to feed the hungry, both physically
and spiritually. J.B. and Pastor John provide
outstanding service in fulfilling these needs. Blan
Thornton has spearheaded a canned food drive that
to date has brought in over 400 cans of food. On
average, that works out to be 8 cans of food /qrers
attending a Staffordsburg UMC worship service,
but it should be obvious by now the Staffordsburg
UMC congregation is anything but ordinary!

Staffordsburg UMC does not currently minister
to the incarcerated, let alone set them free,dut i
that the only interpretation of this verse? | kin
that anytime the congregation raises a concern
regarding someone imprisoned by sin, we are
praying, and working together with them to set
them free. With regards to healing, the
Staffordsburg UMC congregation is renowned for
its prayer shawl ministry and healing servicesr Fo
sure, these gifts lift up those receiving them, but
also importantly, those providing the services are
equally lifted up. Music has always lifted me up.
Jean Jordan and the musicians at Staffordsburg
UMC do this for me at least twice a week (counting
rehearsals.) Colleen Ditomaso and the new annual
Staffordsburg UMC Music Fest provide a stage for
these musicians and their guests to lift us up and
‘raise the roof'.

Janet Parsons and all Bible School teachers,
Sharon Abrams and all in the prayer shawl ministry,
Jill, Crystal, William, and all who help in youth
group activities, those who present Children’s
Messages and help in the Nursery, those who come
to clean each week: all are providing a wonderful
ministry. Staffordsburg UMC even watches over
those not in our immediate locale. The recent
Chicago mission and the upcoming trip to Nashville
bear witness to this. Staffordsburg UMC was a
recent depot to get beds and bedding to those in
need.

Through all these Christian activities, anchgna
more, Staffordsburg is definitely frustrating the
ways of the wicked. | will close here as the psalm
does: ‘Praise the Lord, Hallelujah!

De Colores!

Mark
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ENLIGHTENED PERSPECTIVE

More Andy Rooney’s wisdom....

I've learned that.....

1.

The best classroom in the world is at the feet
of an elderly person

2. When you're in love, it shows
3.

Just one person saying to me, ‘You've made
my day!” makes my day

Having a child fall asleep in your arms is
one of the most peaceful feelings in the
world

Being kind is more important than being
right

You should never say no to a gift from a
child

| can always pray for someone when | don’t
have the strength to help him in some other
way

No matter how serious your life requires you
to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy
with
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9. Sometimes all a person needs is a hand to
hold and a heart to understand

10. Simple walks with my father around the
block when | was a child did wonders for
me as an adult

11.Life is like a roll of toilet paper; the closer it
gets to the end, the faster it goes

12.We should be glad God doesn't give us
everything we ask for

13.Money doesn’t buy class

14.1t's those small daily happenings that make
life so spectacular

15.Under everyone’s hard shell is someone who
wants to be appreciated and loved

16.To ignore the facts does not change the facts

17.When you plan to get even with someone,
you are only letting that person continue to
hurt you

18.Love, not time, heals all wounds

19.The easiest way for me to grow as a person
is to surround myself with people smarter
than | am

20.Everyone you meet deserves to be greeted
with a smile

21.No one is perfect until you fall in love with
them (I love you Jesus)

22.Life is tough, but I'm tougher

23. Opportunities are never lost, someone will
take the ones you miss

24.When you harbor bitterness, happiness will
dock elsewhere

25.1 wish | could have told my Mom that I love
her one more time before she passed away

26.0ne should keep his words both soft and
tender because tomorrow he may have to eat
them

27.A smile is an inexpensive way to improve
your looks

28.When your newly born grandchild holds
your finger, you're hooked for life

29.Everyone wants to live on top of the
mountain but all the happiness and growth
occurs while you're climbing it

30.The less time | have to work with, the more
things | get done

love of our country and respect for our military!
Praise God for His mercy and grace on America!




Nashville,
Tennessee
Here we
come!

Six bold and courageous adventurers from the
Staffordsburg UMC are boldly going where no man
or woman has ever gone before (at least not any
men or women from SUMC for a mission trip!) Jill,
Pastor John, Nate, Amanda, Kyle and Olivia are
headed to Nashville, Tennessee for a week of
mission work (June 20-25). Some of the kingdom
work we have the opportunity to do is: working in
food pantries, serving meals at homeless shelters
and visiting in senior care facilities and who krsow
what else God might have in store for us while we
are there?

We'll be staying at the McKendree UMC in
downtown Nashville with about 150 other youth
from UM churches. You'll recall how moving and
powerful last year’'s youth mission trip was to
Chicago, we expect great spiritual growth
experiences to come from this trip as well.

Do you have a teenager looking for bold
adventures? Come and join up with our Youth
Group, we’re planning on at least one more short
term mission trip this summer and so many more
fun, bold, and spiritually enriching activities.

Chureh Directory[g

Our church directory is being
$ finalized for publishing soon, so
eeee [fthere has been a change in
your information (phone, email, address, etc.)
please forward it tgeanjordan@fuse.n@rr give
me the information at church as soon as possible.
This booklet has been a help for many and the
information helps each of us to better communicate
with each other.

One other suggestion has been made to include
birthdays in the booklet. This could be quite an
undertaking in just gathering the information. How-
ever, if someone would volunteer to get the
information for me, I'm willing to put a birthday
calendar together. If you are that volunteer, let m
know and we’ll get started. Jean Jordan

UPDATE
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Keep the dates — July 30, 31

and August 1 open for our

annual Family MusicFest!
An added celebration for this
year’'s event is that we will be
aving a “pig roast” for our meal on

the closing Sunday, August 1st. It
ill be provided by Hoyt Brashear,

d it includes corn on the cob. J.B.
will be preparing his delicious green
beans

This is when we will again have Daniel Hobbs
perform for us, and closing the event will be the
inspirational “Ball Family Singers” — you won't
want to miss this.

Thanks to Colleen Ditomaso for heading up this
fun time event. There are still many things toiflo;
you can help in any way just contact Colleen.

———e P

’ Graduate’s )
- . Cookout Celebration-
Sunday June'Bafter.

Worship

7 |
=4 IMPORTANT DATES.......

June 3 Regency Manor 9:00am

June 5 Choir practice 10:00am

June 6 Graduates’ Cookout
Council Mtg. 7:00pm

June 9-12 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

June 14 FLAG DAY

June 19 Fairhaven Dinner

June 20 HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!

June 20-25 YOUTH MISSION TRIP

June 21 Summer Begins!

July 19-23  VBS 6:30-8:30 nightly

JULY 30, 31 Aug 1 - MUSIC FEST




N 1. Golgotha, the site of
N Jesus’ crucifixion
Bible means what? a) Hill of
Quiz Sorrows, b) Potter’s

Field; c) place of the Skull

2. Who deserted Paul and Barnabas and their
missionary work in Pamphylia? a) Silas; b)
John Mark; c) Judas Barsabbas

3. What did Paul suggest Timothy take for his
frequent ilinesses? a) wine; b) honey;
c) herbs

4. What did a seraph touch to Isaiah’s lips to
take away his guilt and sin? a) golden bowl;
b) live coal; c) sealed scroll

5. How did Jesus describe his “yoke™?
a) comfortable; b) loose; c) easy

You're invited to a Praise Party!

Vacation Bible School — July 19-23 -

6:30-8:30 p.m.
Praise Part is a heritage-based Christian education
curriculum that will have your community
celebrating the saving grace of Jesus Christ with
head, heart, hands, feet and SOUL! Through Bible
study, crafts, skits, movement, contemporary music
and well-loved hymns and songs, Praise Party will
create passionate worship that truly makes dissiple
for Jesus Christ.

Praise Party VBS 2010 uses contemporary
Christian hip hop music and new versions of
traditional hymns to bring generations together in
worshiping God. Praise Party features new music
from Christian hip hop music from Ricky B.,

Llewon Felder and Rod Vester. To pre-register your
child please call the church office at 356-0029. Fo
ages pre-school to 12.
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Last day to order MusicFesshirts
is July 9". They are $7.00 each — pink
for the ladies and blue for the men. See
Colleen to order. She also still needs
donations of water and pop for the
event.

COMMON LECTIONARY
READINGS FOR
JUNE - 2010

Sunday—June 6 — 2 Sun.
after Pentecost — Green: 1 Kings 17:8-16; Ps. 146;
Gal. 1:11-24; Lk. 7:11-17
Sunday—June 13 — 3? Sun. after Pentecost —
Green:1Kings21:1-10; Ps. 5:1-8; Gal. 2:15-21;
Lk. 7:36-8:3
Sunday — June 20 4™ Sun. after Pentecost —
Green: 1 Kings 19:1-4; Ps. 42 & 43; Gal. 3:23-29;
Lk. 8:26-39
Sunday June 27- 5" Sunday after Pentecost —
Green: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Ps. 77:1-2, 11-20; Gal.
5:1, 13-25; Lk. 9:51-62
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