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     Independence KY 41051 
     (859) 356-0029 
FEBRUARY – 2010   Pastor John Losey 
 

 
 

 
 

Article II Section 3, of the U.S. Constitution 

states; “{The President} shall from time to time 

give to Congress information on the State of the 

Union, and recommend to their consideration 

such measures as he shall judge necessary and 

expedient…”   

The State of the Union is an annual address 

presented before a joint session of Congress and 

held in the House of Representatives Chamber at 

the U.S. Capitol. The address not only reports on 

the condition of the nation, but also allows the 

president to outline his/her legislative agenda and 

national priorities to Congress.  

    Depending upon the state of the national 

economy and whether the nation is at war or in a 

time of peace, the presidents‟ State of the Union 

address could seem like a national pep rally or an 

attempt to make a “silk purse out of a sow‟s ear.” 

Either way, in good times and not so good times, 

the address does give indications for what might 

happen in the coming years for the nation. 

    In the United Methodist Church, pastors‟ are 

not required to give a State of the Church 

address, but we are required by the Book of 

Discipline to report to the District Superintendent 

and the Conference Office a Year-End Report. 

This report consists of three statistical tables 

which deal with membership, participants in 

Christian formation groups, value of church 

owned buildings and property, pastors salary, 

expenditures for ministry, maintenance, and the 

churches yearly budget. 

    While numbers don‟t always tell the whole 

story, we can take some indications from the 

Year End Report as to the state of the local 

church. Based upon several of those numbers 

from our 2009 report, we can see God has 

tremendously blessed the Staffordsburg UMC. 

    In 2008, across the state of Kentucky, 53% of 

UM Churches did not take in a single new 

member, they had no baptisms, no one came to 

Christ on a confession of faith and no youth in a 

Confirmation class. 

    At Staffordsburg UMC, in 2009, we had four 

baptisms, five individuals who came to Christ on 

a confession of faith and one young lady to 

graduate from Confirmation class and eight 

individuals transferred their membership to 

Staffordsburg. The average attendance at the 

main worship service went from 63 to 67. The 

average attendance in Sunday school went up 

from 24 to 30 and we sent six young and young at 

heart missionaries to the inner-city of Chicago.  

    A couple of new statistics were added to the 

Year End Reports this year and that was the 

reporting of the number of outreach ministries the 

church provided and then the number of people 

served in the community surrounding the church 

by these events. Again the numbers are 

astounding!  

    With outreach events like Vacation Bible 

School, Music Fest, Lenten fish fry‟s, Flea 

Markets, Christmas Bazaar, Fairhaven meal and 

chapel services, Rosedale and Regency Manor 

ministries, Bread basket ministry, Valentine‟s 

Day dinner, prayer shawls, Christmas caroling, 

church picnic and through the church website, 

and church members FRAN plan, and so many 

other events (please forgive me for what I may 

have forgotten to mention, but I still appreciate.) 

With all these and more, we estimate we made 

contact with at least between 400-500 individuals 

in our community and surrounding area.  

    At the writing of this article, the church 

leadership is preparing to spend Friday evening 

and Saturday (Jan.29-30) at St. Anne‟s Convent 

for our annual church planning retreat. With the 

Spirit‟s leading we will work and plan together 
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the exciting future God has in store for SUMC. 

The state of the SUMC is healthy and vibrant! 

What a great time it is to be a part of an 

adventurous church like Staffordsburg UMC.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor John 

 

 

 

 

Important Upcoming 
Dates  

 

February 4 Regency Manor 

9:00am 

February 6 Rosedale Manor 2:30pm 

Emmaus Mtg. @church 

NO CHOIR PRACTICE 

February 7 Finance Mtg. after worship service 

February 13 Valentine Dinner 4-8pm (benefit 

for New Beginnings for Women) 

February 14 Admin Council 7:00pm 

February 15 Presidents‟ Day 

February 17 ASH WEDNESDAY Service - 

7:00pm 

February 20 Choir practice 10:00am 

 Fair Haven Dinner 5:00pm 

February 26 Stations of the Cross – 7:00pm 

February 27 Choir practice 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

FOR FEBRUARY  
 2010 - YEAR C 

Sunday – Feb. 7 – 5
th

 Sun. after the 

Epiphany – Is. 6:1-8 (9-13); Ps. 

138; 1 Cor. 15:1-11; Lk. 5:1-11 

Sunday – Feb. 14 – Transfiguration Sun. – Ex. 

34:29-35; Ps. 99; 2 Cor. 3:12-4:2; 

Lk. 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

Ash Wednesday Feb. 17 – Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; or Is. 

58:1-12; Ps. 51:1-17; 2 Cor. 5:20b-

6:10; Mt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

1
st
 Sun. in Lent – Feb. 21 – Dt. 26:1-11; Ps. 91:1-

2, 9-16 ; Rom. 10:8-13; Lk. 4:1-13 

2
nd

 Sun in Lent – Feb. 28 – Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18; 

Ps. 27; Phil. 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-

35 

  

 

 

Welcome New Baby 

 
 Payten Elizabeth 

Adams-Acres – Our 

New Year‟s Baby born 

to Brandi and Rusty – 

Proud Grandma Peggy 

wanted to share this 

photo with the congregation! She‟s 

beautiful! 

 

 

Fairhaven Outreach Mission 

On the third Saturday of each month a 

group of men from SUMC prepare a meal at the 

church and serve it at Fairhaven Rescue Mission 

in Covington. It is followed with a chapel service. 

There are usually about 100 meals served at the 

mission each month. Standard fare includes green 

beans, salad and a meat dish as well as sheet cakes 

(chocolate is the favorite.)  

Our needs for each month are: 6 family-

size cans of cut green beans; 6 one lb. bags of 

macaroni or spaghetti noodles; 5 lb. bags of 

shredded cheese; large cans of creamed soups 

(mushroom or chicken); large containers of fruit 

punch powdered drink mix; 10 lb. boneless hams; 

large cans of white chicken meat; 5 lb. rolls of 

ground beef. 

 The cakes are always donated by a few of 

the ladies in the church, but other food donations 

are always welcome. Since donation needs vary, 

you can always ask J.B. Losey who decides on the 

menu each month. It‟s a great mission work for 

feeding men not only food for their bellies, but 

also food for their souls. 
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To the Heart ♥ Of It  
1 Corinthians 12: 12-14 

As a body is one, though it has many parts, 

and all the parts of the body, though many, 

are one body, so also Christ.  For in one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body, 

whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free 

persons, and we were all given to drink of 

one Spirit.  Now the body is not a single 

part, but many.  

 

Most of you know by now that most of the 

previous two weeks I was at the Kroger Bakery in 

Columbus.  I was helping find solutions to 

problems in their bread and rolls lines.  During 

both weeks, experienced consultants/suppliers 

were working hard to reduce dough mixing times, 

and get the dough moving faster through the lines.  

They were not accomplishing much.  They could 

not get consistent, reproducible results.  Finally, 

one of the consultants stopped assuming the fault 

was with the mixers and looked elsewhere.  He 

found out that there was a problem with the 

ingredient feed into the sponge tank.  As you 

recall, better quality bakeries (like Kroger‟s) let 

part of the flour and water ferment with yeast 2-3 

hours before adding this „sponge‟ to the rest of the 

ingredients and mixing the complete dough.  The 

Columbus sponge tank supplied the fermented 

dough to three separate processing lines.  This 

relatively simple vat is the heart of the entire 

Columbus bread and buns line, and the heart was 

having trouble. 

 I can‟t write that he took my idea, but Paul 

also uses the body in his analogy for church 

membership.  He writes that the church is one 

body composed of many parts, all of them 

important, all of them working together (although 

sometimes not as well as we would like). 

 I am going to focus here on individual 

church members.  All of us participate in various 

church activities.  Sometimes we even take part in 

church activities when it is not Sunday morning!  

There are many church related tasks to be 

accomplished, and you all know people who 

devote an inordinate amount of their time to see 

that these tasks are completed.  Next time you are 

approached to lead or help in a church activity, by 

all means, give it serious consideration.  During 

these deliberations, keep one thing uppermost in 

your thoughts:  Look into your heart to see if you 

are being led by the Holy Spirit, and if so, what 

you can do to improve your witness to your 

congregation and the rest of your FRAN plan. 

 Without getting into next week‟s 

lectionary, it is important to base all your 

activities, especially those dealing with your 

chosen church, on a strong Christian faith.  All of 

us perform random acts of kindness throughout 

the day.  Generally, it is not imperative (but 

something to consider) to be thinking about our 

Christian witness during each and every kind act.  

It is imperative on Sunday or any day, in the 

church building itself, or at a mission near or far, 

that work for the church should be time set apart, 

for the glory of God.  If there is something that 

distracts you from doing God‟s work, get rid of 

this distraction, get yourself right with God, and 

then get back to work and carry on!  Much more 

can get accomplished when all the extra baggage 

being carried is jettisoned.   Get your heart right 

with God, and you become far more able to see 

the tasks to be done, and to get them 

accomplished.  

De Colores! 

Mark           

 

 1. Who replaced Judas as 

the twelfth disciple?    2.  Can you 

name Eli the priest’s sons, who 

offered “strange fire” as offerings 

to the Lord?  3. Who was the only 

woman “judge” named in the book 

of Judges?  4. In Leviticus 23 - God gives instructions on 

His feasts to be remembered – can you name the 

feasts?   5. How long did it take for Egyptian 

embalming? (Genesis) 

Get Off Face book 

and Get In My Book 

…….God 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=95096439
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Staffordsburg UMC will be 

serving Fish Fry dinners on 

Friday, March 5, 12 and 19
th
. 

All events are from 4:00pm 

until 7:00pm. This is a great 

time to get a great meal and to 

invite your friends and 

neighbors to share it with you. 

 Watch the weekly bulletin for more information. 

 

Take the opportunity to 

experience the rich traditions of the Lenten season 

this year by participating in worship services and 

fellowship events. 

February 17
th

 – Ash Wednesday Service – 7:00pm 

February 26
th

 – A Protestant version of the 

Stations of the Cross prayer service – 7:00pm 

April 1
st
 – Maundy Thursday observed with a 

Jewish Seder meal – Passover – 7:00pm  

April 2
nd

 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service by the 

Youth Group – 7:00pm 

April 4
th

 – Easter Sunday Sunrise service – 

6:00am followed by a breakfast served by the men 

of the church 

April 4
th

 – Easter Sunday Worship – traditional 

service at 11:00am 

 

Spiritual To-Do's 

Choose for yourselves this day Whom you will 

serve. 

Joshua 24:15a 

There are two words that, at first glance, might not 

seem to go with one another: procrastination and 

priorities. We think of procrastinators as people 

who put off doing what should be done--that is, 

life's priorities. But that doesn't mean 

procrastinators put off everything. They do what is 

important to them--even procrastinators have 

priorities! 

And that applies to everyone. All of us have things 

we choose to do each day based on our personal 

set of values. And if the disciplines of the spiritual 

life are continually excluded from our day--week 

after week, month after month--then it means they 

don't have the value in our lives that would move 

them higher on our list of priorities. We need to be 

honest with ourselves and with God. Calling 

ourselves Christians, but failing to manifest Christ 

like characteristics in our life--prayer, service, acts 

of compassion, study of God's Word, worship--

sets up a disconnect for which we will one day 

give account. 

Take stock today. Are you procrastinating about 

the real priorities in your spiritual life? This would 

be a good day to move them higher on your "To-

Do" list. 

We have left undone those things which we ought 

to have done.  

Book of Common Prayer, "General Confession" 
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This Lenten Season we will be celebrating the Passover / 

Seder meal on Thursday, April 1st at 7:00pm. All are 

encouraged to come for this gathering for food and 

fellowship, and also to learn of the Last Supper that 

Jesus celebrated with his disciples on the night before 

his crucifixion. This is a wonderful time to learn of our 

Jewish roots and see how even modern day Jews still 

celebrate the Passover Feast, or the freedom from 

slavery in Egypt that we read about in Exodus. 

It will be a full meal, with lessons, music and fun biblical 

teaching and participation.  There will be no cost, but we 

do need to know how many will attend so as to set a 

place at the table for you. If you want to attend, please 

sign up at church (a signup sheet will be posted on the 

fellowship hall bulletin board) – or you may call Jean 

Jordan @ 356-6990 or email me @ jeanjordan@fuse.net  

PS – Feel free to bring children but keep in mind it will 

be a sit-down dinner and will last about an hour and a 

half. Children will be part of the participation! 

 

 

 

Valentine’s Dinner February 13th 

Just a reminder that Lisa Finnell is coordinating a 

special spaghetti / lasagna dinner for the 

community and congregation on Saturday, 

February 13
th

 from 4:00pm – till 8:00pm. This is a 

fundraiser for New Beginnings for Women, a 

group special to her heart. Come celebrate the 

Power of Love for one another as we all 

fellowship with a wonderful meal together. Lisa 

always creates a beautiful atmosphere and 

provides a delicious meal along with it. Hope to 

see you all there! 

 

 

 

Our shut-ins and special prayers 

for Carolyn Sams at SEMC, 

Elmer & Ann Kessel, Francis 

Duncan, Jesse Robinson and 

others on our weekly bulletin. 

Cards, calls and visits are 

welcomed by all…. Let them know we care! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 


